ii8                         STORM  OVER  THE  LAND

On August ipth of'63 no less than 10,000 foot troops from the Army of
the Potomac, three batteries of artillery, and cavalry patrols were on dutv
in New York City and Brooklyn. The draft began, as first planned in its
essentials. Upward of $5,000,000 came from the city treasury for draft-
evasion purposes, politicians, lawyers, examining physicians, and fixers
doing their work for their constituents. Of 292,441 called, 39,877 failed to
report, 164,394 "were exempted, 52,288 bought exemption at $300 apiece,
26,002 hired substitutes to go to war for them. The fixing over, there were
9880 who lacked political pull or seemed to want to join the Union Army
and fight for its cause.

These and other events led Lincoln, Stanton, and Adjutant General
James B. Fry in charge of conscription, to ask Congress for passage of a bill
making it no longer possible for a drafted man to pay the Government $300
for exemption or to hire a substitute. The '$300 clause*, as it was called, had
made no end of trouble, giving rise to the cry that it was *a rich man's war
and a poor man's fight'. Opposition newspapers quipped, "We are corning,
Father Abraham, three hundred dollars more, is the tune sung by the con-
scripts*. Artemus Ward in a lecture struck the comic phase: 1 have already
given two cousins to the war, & I stand reddy to sacrifiss my wife's brother,
ruthurn'n not see the rebellion krusht. And if wuss comes to wuss, I'll shed
every drop of blood my able-bodied relations has got to prosekoot the
war.'

The House of Representatives seriously debated the $300 clause, made
slight modifications in the law, but in the end still permitted any drafted man
to hire a substitute to do military service for him. One result of this was to
increase the number of foreigners and newly arrived immigrants from Europe
fighting to save the Union. Another result was 'the bounty-jumper5. He
would pocket the bounty paid him, enter the army, and desert. In some
cases he more than once or twice took bounty and jumped* the army. A few
of these went down before firing squads while thousands of soldiers stood at
'attention' as witnesses.

CHAPTER   XIV
CHICKAMAUGA
HAVING fought a drawn battle at Murfreesboro in the first week of January,
1863, General Rosecrans kept the Army of the Cumberland at the same
place ,in Tennessee for six months, fortifying, drilling, setting no troops into